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Math
The seventh grade young mathematicians have been

problem solving and critically thinking all throughout the
first marking period!  The students explored operations

with integers and rational numbers using a variety of
learning techniques, such as inquiry labs with

models/manipulatives and educational technology.  The
students are also EXPRESSING themselves

ALGEBRAICALLY with manipulatives and various problem
solving strategies in our current unit of study.  So far, the students have worked
diligently with ALEKS, Big Ideas, Edulastic, EdPuzzle, Quizlet, and Google Suite for

Education.  The next area of focus is algebraic equations and inequalities, where students
will explore different methods for solving equations and inequalities while making

real-world connections.

Language Arts
The 7th graders are currently reading and analyzing S.E Hinton’s
timeless and transcending novel, The Outsiders. Within class we have
been actively working on developing
high-level annotations, identifying techniques
such as foreshadowing, symbolism,
flashbacks, as well as characterization. Our
study of the unit will lead to a culminating
persuasive essay based on the three pillars
of persuasion. Students will learn how to craft
an opposing argument using academic
language to strengthen their claims.

Ms. Peluso’s class combined symbolism and art through the creation of artwork to
represent the sunset that can be seen from both sides of town in The Outsiders.



At-Home Strategies
Each newsletter will spotlight a strategy you can use at home to support your child's
learning. This month's focus is on ensuring our children are reading as much as possible
to build both volume and stamina. In addition to creating a quiet, comfortable space for
your child to read, please support your child in carving out sacred reading time through
trying out any of these strategies:

Science
Seventh grade students have been busy learning about the
characteristics of living things and the structure and function
of different types of cells. We have examined both prokaryotic
cells (found in bacteria) and eukaryotic cells (found in plants
and animals). Students enjoyed using a virtual microscope,
working collaboratively with their peers, and building
3-dimensional models of plant and animal cells. We then
explored the levels of organization found in human organ
systems by studying the cells, tissues, and organs found in

the respiratory, circulatory, and nervous
systems. Students participated in various
lab stations to explore the inner workings
of the nervous system and to identify how humans use their
peripheral and central nervous systems to perform everyday tasks
and activities. Next, we will continue to examine cells by studying
various cell processes, including osmosis, photosynthesis, and cellular
respiration.



Social Studies
Students started the marking period by
taking a deep dive into Civics education.

This was best exemplified when students
had the opportunity to immerse

themselves in the spirit of the American
colonial experience by participating in
our annual GCMS Mock Constitutional

Convention.  It was held             on
November 18th and 19th.

World Language
The seventh grade students in Spanish class just
completed a unit on “El Día de los Muertos.”   They created
booklets with altars honoring a famous latino/hispanic or
a family member.  Students are currently working on the
verb “ser” and learning how to conjugate and use the

verb.  They are also increasing their vocabulary
by adding  adjectives that will help them  create
sentences to describe themselves and others.
They are also students that are working on the
calendar and holidays celebrated in the Spanish
speaking world.

Italian Intro is currently working on a new unit on "Che tempo fa?"
(the weather) and will be creating 5 day forecasts.  Students will be

encouraged to record a video and make this look like a newscast that
one might see on RAI television.
All Italian classes made presentations of ITALIANI famosi or
ITALOAMERICANI famosi in honor of Italian heritage month (October).



In collaboration with The Bridge, Inc, Ms.
Arango’s students have been participating in a
social-emotional learning group monthly.  The
goal of the groups is to provide support for our
students as they learn a new language, adapt
to a new country, and transition back to middle
school.  This month’s groups focused on
gratitude. Students wrote letters to themselves
and to someone important in their lives.

STEM 7
Many fun and exciting things are happening in 7th grade
STEM!  The foundation of the course is the Engineering Design
Process (EDP).  This is the process that engineers use to
solve real world problems.  In STEM, students are challenged
to use the steps; Ask, Imagine, Plan, Create and Improve to
solve real world problems of their own.  One of our main
project based learning challenges is to learn about
prosthesis and create a working prototype of a prosthetic
hand.  The hand will be able to grasp, lift and release 2 objects.
They also create a slideshow and presentation for the class
on their hand.  Students also take part in mini challenges,
such as a marshmallow challenge, straw/index card tower
challenge, paper chair challenge and build a paper bridge
challenge.  All of the mini challenges also follow the steps to
the EDP.


